7O            QUERIES WROTE BY DR. J. SWIFT

this kingdom are equally numerous with the Churchmen:
It would not be a necessary point of prudence, by all proper
and lawful means to prevent their further increase?

The great argument given by those whom they call Low
Church men, to justify the large tolerations allowed to Dis-
senters, hath been; that by such indulgencies, the rancour
of those sectaries would gradually wear off, many of them
would come over to us, and their parties, in a little time,
crumble to nothing.

QUERY. If what the above pamphleteer asserts, that
the sectaries, are in equal numbers with conformists, it doth
not clearly follow, that those repeated tolerations, have oper-
ated directly contrary to what those Low Church politicians
pretended to foresee and expect.

Whether any clergyman, however dignified or distinguished,
if he think his own profession most agreeable to Holy Scrip-
tures, and the primitive Church, can really wish in his heart,
that all sectaries should be upon an equal foot with the
Churchmen, in the point of civil power and employments?

Whether Episcopacy, which is held by the Church to be a
divine and apostolic institution, be not a fundamental point
of religion, particularly in that essential one of conferring
holy orders ?

Whether, by necessary consequences, the several expedi-
ents among the sectaries to constitute their teachers, are not
absolutely null and void ?

Whether the sectaries will ever agree to accept ordination
only from bishops?

Whether the bishops and clergy will be content to give up
Episcopacy, as a point indifferent, without which the Church
can well subsist ?

Whether that great tenderness towards sectaries, which
now so much prevails, be chiefly owing to the fears of Popery,
or to that spirit of atheism, deism, scepticism, and universal
immorality, which all good men so much lament ?

Granting Popery to have many more errors in religion than
any one branch of the sectaries; let us examine the actions
of both, as they have each affected the peace of these king-
doms, with allowance for the short time which the sectaries
had to act in, who are in a manner but of yesterday. The
Papists in the time of King James II. used all endeavours